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WEEKLY BRIEFING NOTE – w/c 05/12/2022 

New 24/7 support service for victims of rape launched
Victims of rape across England and Wales will have access to round-the-clock support as a new 24/7 Support Line is launched on the 7 December 2022. See more information on the press release here

A patchwork of provision mapping report 
This report details the provision and substantial gaps in DA services across the country. Please find the report here:  ‘A Patchwork of Provision’ - Domestic Abuse Commissioner

Domestic Abuse Crime survey data for November 2022
Figures on domestic abuse from the Crime Survey for England and Wales, police recorded crime and a number of different organisations. View here

DA world cup research from Lancaster University
This report discusses whether the FIFA world cup football tournament be associated with an increase in domestic abuse.
In particular, this is focusing on if watching the world cup remotely via television can be associated with a rise in reported domestic abuse incidents.
The study found two statistically significant trends. A match day trend showed the risk of domestic abuse rose by 26% when the English national team won or drew, and a 38% increase when the national team lost. Secondly a tournament trend was apparent, as reported domestic abuse incidents increased in frequency with each new tournament.
If replicated this study presents significant opportunities to identify and reduce incidents of domestic abuse associated with televised soccer games.
Please see the full report here

New film highlights barriers women with learning disabilities face when reporting sexual violence 
Research shows that people with learning disabilities are at increased risk of sexual assault, but when they report such crimes to the police, their reports are less likely to result in conviction.
This film aims to help women and girls in similar situations to get the support they need. View the press release and book tickets here

Gender-related killings of women and girls (femicide/feminicide) 
Global estimates of gender-related killings of women and girls in the private sphere in 2021. This report, produced by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and UN Women, can be viewed here

Information for SAA abroad 
Information for British nationals affected by rape or sexual assault abroad. Guidance is listed and separated by country. View the information here

Sex work and the cost of living 
Research report detailing the impact the cost of living crisis has had on women with experience of sex work, sexual exploitation and survival sex. The report will take a look into the concerns, anxieties and difficulties that the cost of living has caused this demographic and how projects like ours can use this information to assist us with our support going forward.


Join ICMEC's webinar: Receiving Disclosures of Abuse
Did you know that 50% of all interviewed child victims of sexual exploitation report that they did not feel that the adults they spoke to handled their case with care?
You have a chance to ensure every child feels heard by joining ICMEC’s next webinar, Receiving Disclosures of Abuse: Do’s and Don’ts. 
This webinar will include a presentation covering what disclosures might look like at different ages, how to employ active listening, and what to say or not to say if a child discloses to you. This presentation will be followed by discussion breakout groups and a Q&A where you can ask questions and gather guidance from our experts.
Join us for free on December 13, 2022 from 8:30 am - 10 am EDT. 
Register today 
Thank you for doing your part to build a safer world for every child.

Progress on the Sustainable Development goals
View data and insights from the gender snapshot 2022 here

RSVP Training Schedule - January - March 2023
Firstly, I would like to introduce myself as RSVP’s new specialist trainer. I have been with RSVP since 2019 through the helpline and then became an ISVA in 2021. I now split my time between my ISVA role and my specialist trainer role. 
After a short break while RSVP continued to work on the training we offer, we are now pleased to be able to offer our online ‘Bite Size’ sessions throughout January and March 2023. 
Please see attached the full training schedule and details of how to book, all sessions are £30 per participant. 
“The Rape and Sexual Violence Project (RSVP) specialist training team would like to invite you to attend our ‘Bite Size Training Sessions’ which will be held throughout 2023 on a variety of subjects related to supporting survivors of sexual violence and abuse. All training sessions are 2-hour interactive on-line sessions via Zoom.”
If you would like to book a place onto any of these sessions follow this link and our upcoming sessions are on the bottom of the page:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/rsvp-29690469567
Alternatively, if you would like to buy tickets via BACS payment, please contact the training team directly at trainer@rsvporg.co.uk
Each session is 30 per participant
Any of these sessions can also be delivered to groups/teams of up to 20, either online or face to face, please contact Olivia Bethell via trainer@rsvporg.co.uk for further details and prices. 
Full training schedule attached below:



Super-complaint on the police response to stalking 
The Suzy Lamplugh Trust, on behalf of the National Stalking Consortium, launches a super-complaint against the police finding systemic issues in the response to stalking across England and Wales.
Please see more information here and the full super-complaint here 

SBH training flyer - Birmingham 
See the flyer here. Double click to view in a separate document


VAWG national research update - November 2022 
[bookmark: _Hlk121489817]An update of the Office for National Statistics’ (ONS) current and future work related to Violence against Women and Girls. See here

Victim Support's iMatter and WeMatter Programmes
iMatter is a 10 week online group programme, available across England and Wales (please see leaflet attached), and as part of the 16 Days of Activism, we are holding a webinar to hear how the iMatter programme is supporting survivors on their journey. The event will include 2 first-hand experiences of the programme. Should you wish to join, please register your interest using the link below:
Victim Support iMatter Programme - 16 days of activism - online event Tickets, Fri 9 Dec 2022 at 11:00 | Eventbrite
The WeMatter programme is for CYP and currently being piloted in 3 regions until March 2024. There’s scope to expand locations in the final year of the pilot as the briefing attached describes. Should you wish to chat about this, please let me know. 


 
HMICFRS inspects vetting standards
Following a review of vetting standards and misogyny and misconduct within the police service, HMICFRS published a report featuring 43 recommendations to improve the system. Read the APCC’s statement in response.

Police, Crime, Sentencing & Courts Act
Commencement Schedule Updates have been made to the commencement schedule of the Police, Crime, Sentencing & Courts Act, including relating to pre-charge bail and disclosure of digital information provisions. Full schedule available via GOV.uk.

Helping to end violence against women and girls is a priority for PCC’s 
Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG) has been bought into sharp focus by recent tragic and high profiles cases, however these are neither isolated incidents nor is VAWG a new challenge. PCCs recognise that a whole system approach is needed which draws together partners from across the board to affect change.
https://www.apccs.police.uk/ten-years-of-pccs-making-a-difference/helping-to-end-violence-against-women-and-girls-is-a-priority-for-pccs/ 

The Amber Project – Enhancing the Response to Child Abuse Linked to Faith and Belief	
Please see below information below about a free training session ‘The Amber Project’ – Enhancing the Response to Child Abuse Linked to Faith and Belief. This will be taking place on Thursday 1st December – 1pm-3pm over MS Teams. For more information and to book a place see here

Police forces to trial a system for investigating VAWG and DA cases	
Forensic experts at Staffordshire University and the Forensic Capability Network (FCN) are looking for forces to trial a new system that will dramatically improve the way cases of violence against women and girls (VAWG) and domestic violence are investigated. The system will provide crucial evidence which could lead to more prosecutions. See more here

Thousands of survivors to be protected from prison abusers	
Survivors will be better protected from domestic abusers who attempt to continue their campaign of terror from behind bars. See more here

Empowering young people to end violence against women and girls	
The Haven Wolverhampton’s MENgage and EmpowHER projects are empowering young people to end violence against women and girls across Wolverhampton.
The press release, along with photos, can be accessed using this link: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Vp1MEvRsAOxFBHlds1Dgt8Hk6zTUVq4x?usp=sharing 
image1.emf
Acrobat Document


Acrobat Document


December, 2022


Laura Harvey
Netreach Worker for Changing
Lives IRIS project


Presented by:


Sex work and the
cost of living
Research report detailing the impact the cost of living crisis
has had on women with experience of sex work, sexual
exploitation and survival sex.







Table of Contents


Sex work
and the
cost of
living report
2022


3.   Introduction


4.    Sample group


5.    Statistics


6.    Findings


7.  Case studies


8.  Support 


9.  Conclusion







The cost of living crisis has been dominating headlines throughout 2022. 


The United Nations development programme has estimated that an
additional 71 million people globally could be pushed into poverty. Here in
the UK, it is estimated that one in six households (4.4 million) are now in
'serious financial difficulties', compared to one in ten (2.8 million) in
October 2021. (University of Bristol financial fairness trust report).


This report will take a look into how the cost of living has affected women
with experience of sex work and survival sex.


 Throughout October 2022, we conducted a survey which was accessible
on both the Escorting hub forum and Twitter. In addition to this, we
completed the survey with some of the women we support on outreach
and during one to one support. This allowed us to gain a variety of
perspectives from a range of women each with different circumstances. 


The report will take a look into the concerns, anxieties and difficulties
that the cost of living has caused this demographic and how projects like
ours can use this information to assist us with our support going forward. 
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Introduction
Sex work and the cost of living report 2022
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Sample group
Sex work and the cost of living report 2022


The research was conducted during October
2022 via a survey which was available to
twitter users and members of the Escorting
hub forum. The survey was also available to
the women the IRIS project support on
outreach and via one to one support. 


There was a total of 20 participants.


These participants range in age from 26 - 65
and are based throughout the UK including but
not limited to the West midlands, North East,
Scotland, Wales, Southwest, North West and
London. 


Many of the women who participated have
been involved in sex work for over 5 years,
however this ranges between less than 3
months up to 5+ years. 


The women surveyed work in a variety of
different areas of sex work including face to
face via independent advertising, face to face
via agency advertising, on street and online
based work.
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Statistics
Sex work and the cost of living report 2022


We asked participants a series of questions to gauge 
how the cost of living crisis has affected them.


Over 50% of our
participants rated


their levels of
anxiety surrounding


the cost of living
crisis as high to


significantly high 85% of our participants said the
cost of living had affected them.




 30% said the cost of living had


affected them significantly


90% of our participants 
said the cost of living had 


affected their income. 
15% said the cost of 


living had affected their income 
drastically


75% of our 
participants


 said they had 
noticed 


a decrease in
number of clients 


since the start
 of the cost


 of living crisis
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Sex work and the cost of living report 2022


Findings


As you can see from the statistics, the cost of living has had quite a significant
effect on the majority of the women we support. 


There was a general consensus that the cost of living has had or will have a
negative effect on earnings, lifestyle, mental health and overall wellbeing.


Many of the women surveyed raised concerns around the future and potential
long term affects that the cost of living would have on their financial
circumstances going forward. Many women discussed concerns around not
knowing what to do with their service rates, due to the decrease they were seeing
in numbers of clients. They felt they had no choice but to lower their rates in
order to keep their clients, which in turn bought up new anxieties around how
they would afford to live with a lower income. Some of the women surveyed said
they had resorted to offering special discounts or additional services to loyal
clients free of charge to ensure they did not lose any more income than they
already had done. 


Many of the women surveyed who were advertising online discussed how they
were having to increase 'touring' (travelling around the UK to meet clients in a
variety of locations to increase availability) . They talked about how they were not
making enough money to survive by working solely in their hometown and/or
online and needed to travel to increase their income. 


Some of the women surveyed raised concerns about their personal safety
due to the cost of living. They were worried that their clients would start to
expect more for their money or a cheaper service and that this would
potentially result in more conflicts and dangerous situations.


When asked if they had any further comments to make regarding the cost of
living, many of the women surveyed stated that their future would seem
more positive if sex work was fully legalised similarly to the laws in The
Netherlands, so they would have more social and financial security.







Case study 2:


*Anita has not been actively involved in street-based sex work for many years. However, recently,
she has been starting to think she may have to go back onto the streets due to not having enough
money to survive.


She doesn’t want to go back to street sex work as she has a lot of trauma from her past
experiences. *Anita was beaten up badly by a punter and as a result has life changing injuries
which subsequently affects her mental well being. She feels the cost of living is leaving her
without many other options. 
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Sex work and the cost of living report 2022


Case studies


Case study 1:


Toni* has been sex working for 20+ years online. She recently got a full-time job working as
a receptionist at a family members business due to wanting to stop sex working and to
change her lifestyle.


She is on minimum wage. Due to the cost of living, Toni* can't afford to live on her wages,
so she has resorted to reluctantly topping her money up by sex working on weekends.


*These case studies are based on the real life experiences of some of the women we support. All names
have been changed to allow them to remain anonymous.


Case study 3:


*Jasmine had previously been living with her dad due to leaving a domestic violence
situation. She is now homeless due to the cost of living meaning her Dad can no longer
afford to house her as he is barely getting by himself. 


She used to work mainly online, but due to rising costs and her current situation,
*Jasmine has started working on street too, despite her mobility and other physical
health conditions.  
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Sex work and the cost of living report 2022


Support our services provide


For women involved in sex work (both on street and online) and women with experience of
survival sex and sexual exploitation, projects like ours can offer a much needed support
system. When you factor in the current cost of living crisis, that need is greater than ever.


What support do we provide?
Safety planning
Energy bill support
Sexual health 
Food parcels
Clothing, toiletries etc 
Trauma support
1 to 1 support
Drop in sessions
Weekly outreach
Online harms & tech abuse support
Peer mentoring & community involvement
Referrals to partner agencies


Since the start of the cost of living crisis, we have particularly  noticed a significant
increase in the amount of people presenting in crisis needing support with energy bills


and food.




We have also noticed a significant overall increase in the number of women we
support, working both on street and online. In addition to many women who had


previously moved on from sex work, returning to sex work either on street, online, or
both, due to the cost of living. 







Conclusion
Sex work and the cost of living report 2022


To conclude, the overall effects the cost of living is having on the women we support
is very concerning.


It is clear to see that many of these women are struggling greatly with the additional
pressures that the cost of living is bringing to their lives. From the financial aspects
right through to the mental health, general wellbeing and safety concerns. 


Going forward, projects like ours will undoubtedly continue to see an increase in the
use of our services, in addition to changes in how our services are needed. We will
likely continue to see an increase in women in financial crisis requiring additional
support with things such as energy bills and food. We will also likely continue to see a
rise in both on street and online sex workers who are either taking their first steps in
the industry to increase their income, or returning to the industry, due to the rising
cost of living.


Our project will continue to work alongside our fellow projects within Changing Lives,
in addition to our local partner agencies, to ensure women in need are supported to
the best of our abilities. We will continue to develop our understanding of the needs of
the women we support and continue to develop ways in which we can best apply the
support during the continued cost of living crisis.
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Bite Size Training Sessions at RSVP:

The Rape and Sexual Violence Project (RSVP) specialist training team would like to invite you to attend our ‘Bite Size Training Sessions’ which will be held throughout 2023 on a variety of subjects related to supporting survivors of sexual violence and abuse. All training sessions are 2-hour interactive on-line sessions via Zoom. 

If you would like to book a place onto any of these sessions follow this link:

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/rsvp-29690469567

Alternatively, if you would like to buy tickets via BACS payment, please contact the training team directly at trainer@rsvporg.co.uk

Each session is £30 per participant

		Title

		Overview 

		Date



		Supporting survivors of sexual violence and abuse

		Explore ways of safely supporting survivors of sexual violence and abuse in a trauma responsive way.

		12th Jan

10am-12pm



		What is Victim Blaming? 

		An overview of Victim Blaming and the impact on survivors of sexual violence. How can we minimise Victim Blaming and support those who are subjected to sexual violence.

		19th Jan

10am-12pm



		Introduction to trauma informed practice

		Examining the physical and emotional impact of trauma and the basic principles of ‘trauma-informed’ practice.

		26th Jan

10am-12pm



		Male survivors of sexual violence and abuse

		Exploring the lack of awareness and silencing of male survivors, and ways of supporting male survivors of sexual violence and abuse.

		6th Feb

10am-12pm



		Becoming trauma responsive



		Moving on from being ‘Trauma-Informed’, this session will go deeper in exploring the brain and body’s responses to trauma and how practitioners can support survivors in a trauma-responsive way.

		16th Feb

10am-12pm



		Understanding the rise in image-based abuse

		Exploring different types of technology assisted abuse and their prevalence within our society. Examining the impact of being subjected to image-based abuse and the Victim Blaming of survivors. 

		23rd Feb

1pm-3pm



		Sexual violence and the law

		Examining the laws related to sexual violence and abuse. Including discussion of the reporting process and re-traumatisation of survivors by the Criminal Justice System. 

		9th March

10am-12pm



		Child Sexual Abuse and Child Sexual Exploitation 

		Examining the impact of sexual violence and abuse on children and young people and exploring the importance of language to avoid Victim Blaming.

		23rd March

1pm-3pm





The sessions are suitable for practitioners working in a variety of sectors who engage with adults, young people, and children. The aims of the sessions are to broaden your knowledge and skills in relation to the impact of sexual violence, trauma and abuse. They will equip you with knowledge of how best to support survivors of sexual violence whether they are colleagues, staff or service users.

If you have any questions about the Bite Size sessions or would like any further information about bespoke training offers, please contact the training team at trainer@rsvporg.co.uk

Feedback from participants:

“Really thought provoking, has made me question some of my responses, see where as an organisation we can adjust the language we use, etc.”



“Well-presented and knowledgeable trainer.  Will certainly be looking at attending other training modules and CPD with you.”



“It was very informative – no improvements needed. Delivery was clear and concise.”



“Delivery was excellent. The trainer is calm and clear and holds the space really nicely. There was a good balance between letting us interrupt with questions and listening. It flowed well.”



“Really enjoyed it. Found it to be a great balance of practical advice, challenging misconceptions, and guidance towards resources and further academic research to continue learning in the longer term. Great facilitation of group discussion. Given the diversity of people attending (and their reasons for doing so), this session still did well at meeting each of our needs.”
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Stand by Her is a unique program that empowers men to become 
allies to women. 


This session explores men’s behaviour and attitudes that can lead to 
harassment, abuse and violence towards women. We invite men to:


> Think about their behaviour and the impact it has on women
> Consider how they would respond if they saw a woman getting 
unwanted attention or being harassed
> Educate themselves and other men in their personal, social and work 
environments.


Do you want to 
play a role in 
helping keep 
women free from 
harm?


Be a part of the 
solution!
Join us for our training workshop. 


For more information contact: Shamila.Majid@birmingham.gov.uk 
To book visit: bit.ly/StandbyHerBHAM


Mon 12th Dec 
10am-1pm


Midlands Arts 
Centre, Queens 


Ride, Cannon Hill 
Park, Edgbaston, 


B12 9QH


Communities 
Inc
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iMatter
Guidance for  
professional referrers


victimsupport.org.uk


Get in touch:


Published by Victim Support 
President HRH The Princess Royal


Victim Support, 1 Bridge Street, Derby, DE1 3HZ 
Telephone: 020 7268 0200 


Charity registration: 298028  Company no: 2158780 
Registered in England. Limited by guarantee. 
Registered office as above.


victimsupport.org.uk


We are an independent charity offering 
free, confidential support to people 
affected by crime and traumatic incidents.


For information and support, contact us by:
n	 calling: Supportline 08 08 16 89 111 
n	 using Next Generation Text (add 18001 


before any of our phone numbers)
n	 Online: victimsupport.org.uk


To find out how you can help us, visit 
victimsupport.org.uk/get-involved


October 2021 | P2735    © 2021 Victim Support


@VictimSupport


victimsupport_uk


VictimSupport 


For further information, call 0300 303 
5881 between 9am-8pm, Monday-Friday 
and 9am-5pm on Saturdays. 


You can also fill in our secure  
online referral form:  
https://imatter.egressforms.com


How to make a referral
If you’re working with someone who you 
think would benefit from the iMatter 
programme, please read through the 
criteria listed in this leaflet before calling or 
completing our referral form. 


If you complete the online referral form, 
one of our admin team will be in contact 
with the client within five working days to 
complete our risk assessment with them. 
We’ll keep you updated on whether your 
referral has been successful.



https://imatter.egressforms.com

https://www.victimsupport.org.uk

https://www.victimsupport.org.uk

https://www.victimsupport.org.uk

https://www.victimsupport.org.uk/get-involved/

https://www.facebook.com/victimsupport

https://twitter.com/victimsupport

https://www.instagram.com/victimsupport_uk/





What is the iMatter programme?
Victim Support’s iMatter programme is for 
women aged 16+ who have been, or are 
currently, victims of domestic abuse. It is not 
suitable for clients who are high risk.


It is delivered by our specially trained 
iMatter facilitators across 10 weeks via 
Zoom. Each session is designed to last 
around 90 minutes.


We offer the programme on a variety of 
different days and times to suits our clients’ 
needs. We deliver the sessions in the 
following languages – English, Welsh, Urdu, 
Bengali, Polish and Gujarati.


The programme includes:
n	 Understanding what domestic abuse is, 


including coercive control.
n	 A focused look at healthy relationships, 


and what changes may be needed to keep 
our clients safer in future. This includes 
the relationships our clients have with 
themselves.


n	 Practical skills for recovery, including 
working on each client’s confidence  
and assertiveness.


n	 Strengthening of social connections in 
a safe environment, and encourages 
the sharing of behaviours, thoughts and 
feelings following the experience of 
domestic abuse.


Referral criteria
For a client to be suitable for the iMatter 
programme, the following criteria must 
be met. Please ensure that you have a 
conversation with the person that you are 
referring before completing the online referral 
form, to make sure that iMatter will be the 
right service for them.


n	 Is the client someone who identifies as 
female and are they over 16?


n	 Are the client’s basic needs being met?  
Is the client able to keep herself safe and 
have somewhere to live at present?


n	 Does the client have a safe and private space 
to take part in the programme? This means 
that, ideally, they should not be living with 
their perpetrator.


n	 Does the client have childcare? If the client 
has children that are of school age or 
younger, they must have someone available 
who can take care of them so that the client 
can complete the programme without 
interruptions. Sensitive topics are discussed 
during our sessions, so it is not appropriate 
for children to be in the room.


n	 Does the client have stable access to the 
internet and a device that they can use? 
iMatter is an online programme, using 
Zoom, so the client will need a laptop, smart 
mobile or tablet.


n	 Does the client have a webcam or camera  
in their device? It is essential that clients 
have their cameras on for the duration of 
sessions, for reasons of safety for all involved.


n	 Does the client want to attend?  
iMatter is a voluntary service designed to 
help victims/survivors who are willing to 
take part in group work in a virtual setting. 
If your client does not wish to engage 
with our service, we suggest finding an 
alternative service for them to take part in.


The sessions
iMatter comprises ten sessions, each 
exploring an individual topic:


1. Introduction


2. Healthy relationships


3. Coercive control and abuse


4. The planets: men and women


5. A gift to me: looking after ourselves


6. One of those days


7. What’s your communication style?


8. The umbrella of emotions


9. The relationship challenge: green flags


10. Moving forward


Throughout the programme we focus on 
self-worth, self-care and mindfulness.


Each session is focused around group 
discussion and the sharing of ideas, but none 
of the clients are asked to share anything 
they do not wish too; the focus of iMatter 
is not on individual experiences, but on 
helping victims of domestic abuse move on 
in their recovery journey.
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Last Chance to Join the WeMatter Pilot 
 


In September 2022, Victim Support launched a new pilot service for children and young people 


(CYP) who have experienced domestic abuse: WeMatter. This briefing paper has been created 


to share with you an overview of the WeMatter service and the options you have to join the 


pilot and introduce this innovative digital service into your area.  


 


What is WeMatter?  


WeMatter is a video-based digital service for children 


and young people (CYP) who have been affected by 


domestic abuse. It provides specialist support to 8-17 


year-olds who have been affected by abuse within 


their parent or carer’s relationship, or within the family 


home. It’s not suitable for children or young people 


who are still living with the alleged perpetrator of the 


abuse, or for those where the abuse is ongoing. 


Having launched at the end of September 2022, WeMatter is currently being delivered by 


Victim Support in three areas until 31st March, 2024: 


 Devon and Cornwall 


 Staffordshire and Warwickshire 


 The London Borough of Brent 


WeMatter’s CYP Programme Facilitators deliver Rockpool’s CYP Domestic Abuse Recovery 


Toolkit. Delivered online via Zoom, the service offers a timetable of group 


work programmes, which young people can access during the school day, 


or at home after school. Each group session is facilitated by two specialist 


CYP Programme Facilitators, and can include up to 12 CYP.  


Support is delivered over eight weeks, with sessions lasting around one 


hour. Each session uses trauma-informed cognitive behavioural therapy 


(CBT) based activities, games and discussions, all aimed at supporting the young person’s 


individual journey. The sessions offer CYP a safe space to:  


 Understand their experience of domestic abuse  


 Develop healthy coping strategies for difficult emotions  


 Explore future healthy and positive relationships.  


We welcome other areas to join the final year of the pilot service and introduce this digital 


service locally from April 2023 to March 2024.   







 
 


How successful has the WeMatter been so far?  


In the first three months of WeMatter accepting referrals, they have received a total of 66 


referrals for CYP needing support. WeMatter has successfully engaged with 61 of these CYP 


(92% engagement rate), and had 51 (84%) CYP go on to access the group programme. 


Currently, WeMatter has 9 group programmes running, both during and after school hours. 


Feedback collated to date includes:  


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


What benefit would WeMatter bring to my local area? 


WeMatter enables CYP who have experienced domestic 


abuse in the home to access the specialist support they 


need to cope and recover from their experiences and 


the harm caused. It provides young people with the 


platform to engage in support via a means they feel 


more comfortable with and at a time that suits them.  


For areas currently without a specialist service for CYP 


who have experienced domestic abuse, WeMatter would enable local young people to access 


the support they need. For areas where there is already a local service, WeMatter would 


complement and enhance the current offer whilst also supporting local demand and capacity.   


We are aware that many locally commissioned services for CYP who have experienced 


domestic abuse are overwhelmed with demand, with many needing to hold a waiting list for 


support. Introducing the WeMatter service could help manage this local demand. WeMatter 


delivering a recovery programme to CYP where the abuse has ended, would enable the local 


CYP service to prioritise engaging with CYP who are experiencing ongoing domestic abuse and 


at higher risk of harm.   


“I think it is great and really beneficial to children 


that have experienced domestic abuse, I’m sure 


this won’t be the last I speak to you as we have 


lots of children that would benefit from this 


programme” – Teacher (primary) 


“The first thing **** said when I told 


her she had an inset day was that she’s 


gutted she would have to miss the 


session, she spoke about it all week’ – 


Parent of CYP aged 10 


 


“I give today’s session 


100 out of 100, I am 


definitely coming back 


next week” – CYP 


Aged 8  


 


“**** was very 


smiley when he 


came out of the 


session yesterday” – 


Teacher (primary) 


 


“I have spoken with their mum 


and she says that the boys are 


enjoying the course”- Email 


professional/ referrer (Devon 


and Cornwall).  


 







 
 


What would this cost to introduce in our area?  


The WeMatter service is fully scalable, depending on available resource and local demand. The 


CYP Programme Facilitators deliver the programme in pairs to groups of up to 12 children and 


young people. Indicative numbers have been created on the basis of Facilitators delivering at 


least one group programme every week day and the programmes lasting 8 weeks, meaning 


the service can run at least 5 cycles of the programmes each year. The potential local reach 


has been estimated based on 12 CYP being on every group delivered.  


With Programme Facilitators delivering the programme in pairs, we would recommend 


introducing the service locally with an even number of facilitators. However, we would look to 


combine areas should this not be possible.  


 Cost Potential Local Reach 
in 2023/24 


1 CYP Programme Facilitator £43,750.00  150 


2 CYP Programme Facilitators £87,500.00 300 


3 CYP Programme Facilitators £131,250.00 450 


4 CYP Programme Facilitators £175,000.00 600 
 


What would happen at the end of the pilot?  


Already embedded into the pilot project are evaluation costs; our ambition is for the evaluation 


to find proof of concept for the WeMatter service, so that we can secure funding on an national 


scale for this support to be offered across England and Wales. Achieving this would help 


mitigate the current ‘postcode lottery’ seen across support services for CYP who have 


experienced domestic abuse. This would embed a national baseline of support in which local 


commissioning of CYP domestic abuse services will enable enhanced provision where funding 


allows. 


 


Why Victim Support? 


Awarded “Children and Young People’s Charity of the Year” in 2022, Victim Support is the 


leading independent victims’ charity in England and Wales. Set up 


nearly 50 years ago, we have extensive experience of providing high-


quality specialist support to children and young people who have 


experienced crime or traumatic incidents.  


Whilst the WeMatter service is a pilot project, Victim Support have substantial experience of 


delivering fully digital services with our National CYP Homicide Service, and the iMatter service 


for adults who have experienced domestic abuse.  


“This charity has a huge reach, and the specialist work with children and young people is clearly 


impactful at a local level as well as influencing national policy and practice” – Alison O’Sullivan, 


Chair at the National Children’s Bureau.  






